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Be Safe and Save Lives over the Holiday Season. 
Franklin County Health Department is strongly advising residents to remember that there is ongoing community 
spread of COVID-19.  Some people who have the virus will not have symptoms, but it will still be able to spread to 
others.  In cases where there are symptoms, spread is possible in the 48 hours before symptoms develop.  This is 
why the health department strongly encourages that residents maintain COVID-19 safety measures through this 
holiday season and into the New Year.   
It is possible to have a fun and healthy New Year’s this year.  Franklin County Public Health recommends that 
residents stay home for the holidays and celebrate with those who live with you.  Here are some suggestions from 
the CDC: 
Have virtual celebrations with loved ones. 

 Attend a virtual concert or performance. 
 Plan a virtual countdown to midnight with friends. 
 Enjoy a virtual dinner or dessert with friends and family. 

Plan a New Year’s party for the people you live with. 

 Decorate, play music, and have a dance party with the people you live with. 
 Have a pajama party and watch your favorite movies or play games. 
 Plan a special meal or dessert with your family. 

Reach out to family, friends, and neighbors. 
 Call, text, or leave a voicemail for family, friends, and neighbors wishing them a happy new year. 
 Call friends and family to count down to the New Year together. 
 Plan a neighborhood countdown to midnight. People who live with each other can stand in front of their 

house and cheer together at midnight. 
If gathering is a must this year: 

 Keep the gathering small (10 people or less) and outdoors.   

 Wear a face covering when you are around people who do not live with you, whether you are indoors or 
out.   

 Maintain at least 6 feet of distance between yourself and others.   

 Wash your hands often.  
If travelling is a must this year: 

 Be aware that New York State Department of Health has issued a travel advisory.  

 Quarantine and testing is required when returning to New York from out of state travel.  

 Go to https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory for information and to fill out the 
Traveler Health Form.  

 

https://coronavirus.health.ny.gov/covid-19-travel-advisory


  
Other Franklin County News: COVID-19 vaccination has started in the county.  We are currently in Phase 1 of 
vaccine distribution.  Many health care workers, nursing home staff and residents, and first responders have 
received their first of two doses of the vaccine. There is no specific timeline as to when Phase 1 will end and Phase 
2 begins.  It will depend on how quickly the vaccine reaches New York State and is distributed to each county.   
According to the New York State web site https://covid19vaccine.health.ny.gov/phased-distribution-vaccine, the 
first to receive the COVID-19 vaccine in Phase 1 will be: 

 High-risk hospital workers (emergency room workers, ICU staff and Pulmonary Department staff) 

 Nursing home residents and staff 

 Federally Qualified Health Center employees 

 EMS workers 

 Coroners, medical examiners and certain funeral workers 

 Staff and residents at OPWDD and OMH facilities 

 Staff at New York State OASAS facilities 

The priority populations will expand the week of December 28, 2020 to include: 

 Urgent Care Center employees 

 Individuals administering COVID-19 vaccines, including local health department staff 

 Residents of OASAS facilities 

Next week, New York State expects to open criteria to ambulatory care health care workers and public-facing 

public health workers. 
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